Pentamidine for the prevention and treatment of P. carinii pneumonia.
Pentamidine is effective in both the treatment and the prevention of Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia. The agent may be administered by slow intravenous infusion or aerosol, although intravenous therapy is associated with a wide range of adverse reactions, including nephrotoxicity, hypoglycemia and neutropenia. Toxic effects may occur in up to 25 percent of patients.